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Duke launches new graduate program in financial technology 
Duke University’s Pratt School of Engineering and the Duke Financial 
Economics Center are teaming up to offer a master’s degree in financial 
technology (FinTech). “Finance has always been math and technology 
friendly, but today’s combination of smartphones, artificial intelligence- 
based algorithms, and the emergence of blockchain-based technologies 
will fundamentally change the financial services landscape in the future,” 
said Ravi Bellamkonda, PhD, Duke’s Vinik Dean of Engineering. The new 
program, among the first of its kind to be based in an engineering school, 
seeks to impart computing and programming skills along with industry-
specific business fundamentals. The university is accepting applications 
for the program, which is expected to begin offering classes in 2020. Jimmie Lenz, the 
program’s academic director, said the financial-services sector is “thirsty for employees who 
understand the practical application of both business and technology.” He noted that some 25 
percent of Goldman Sachs’ current employees are computer engineers. Lenz also pointed out 
that 10 percent of the startups on last year’s AngelList centered on FinTech. READ MORE
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Global tensions prompt schools to weigh enrollment insurance 
Worried that global trade tensions might curb the flow of foreign students, some U.S. universities 
are considering the purchase of insurance policies that would cover revenue gaps created by a 
precipitous drop in nonresident matriculants. Last year, according to the Financial Times, two 
academic units within the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign — the College of 
Engineering and the Gies College of Business — bought an insurance policy that could pay $60 
million if government action or a “health event” resulted in an 18.5 percent decline, year over 
year, in tuition and fees paid by Chinese students. Anthony Ackerman, a broker with USI 
Insurance Services, the issuer of the Illinois policies, told the newspaper that his company was in 
talks with at least six other U.S. universities as well as several institutions in Australia, all 
interested in girding against budget-busting decreases in international enrollment. “What 
happens to universities here if China decides to restrict its students (from) coming to America?” 
he said. In June, the Chinese government warned students about the risk of studying in the 
United States in light of of visa refusals. China is the largest source of international students in 
the United States, supplying fully one-third of the total.

Supercomputer anchors MSOE’s new Computational Science Hall 
The Milwaukee School of Engineering (MSOE) has opened a facility dedicated to instruction in 
next-generation fields such as artificial intelligence, deep learning, cybersecurity, robotics, and 
cloud computing. The four-story, 65,000-square-foot Computational Science Hall, located in 
the heart of MSOE’s downtown campus, contains interactive classrooms, teaching 
laboratories, faculty offices, a 256-seat auditorium, space to accommodate companies that 
partner with the school, and a data center anchored by a GPU-accelerated supercomputer 
nicknamed “Rosie.” The facility was made possible by a $34 million gift from MSOE Regent 
and alumnus Dwight Diercks, senior vice president of software engineering at California-based 
NVIDIA, and his wife, Dian. The facility will be bear the couple’s names. Other contributions 
totaling more than $4 million will go toward operations and maintenance. 
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Coding school with no up-front fees expands to heartland 
Holberton School, a 3-year-old software engineering school with no formal instructors, 
courses, or classrooms, plans to open a campus in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in January. The two-
year coding school, which describes itself as a “project-based alternative to college” and 
emphasizes “peer learning,” is open to anyone with a high school diploma or GED. Most 
students pay no up-front fees or tuition, committing instead to direct a portion of their salaries 
to Holberton for several years after they obtain jobs with annual salaries exceeding $40,000 a 
year. Holberton, which currently has what it calls “real campuses” in San Francisco, its 
headquarters; New Haven, Connecticut; Bogotá, Medellín, and Cali, Colombia; and Tunis, 
Tunisia, hopes to launch its Tulsa campus with 30 students, then expand to 90 students by the 
end of 2020. The school’s long-term goal is an enrollment of 500.

UB researchers roll out another autonomous test vehicle 
The University at Buffalo has unveiled its newest autonomous vehicle — a white Lincoln MKZ 
sedan outfitted with roof-mounted cameras that allow it to navigate campus roads and parking 
lots. The car joins “Olli,” a self-driving electric minibus that debuted last year. UB officials say the 
vehicles are a manifestation of the university’s push to become a multidisciplinary hub for the 
development and testing of next-generation transportation technology. Rajan Batta, PhD, 
interim dean of the School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, maintains that UB is “uniquely 
positioned” because of its location and resources. Batta said computer scientists, transportation 
engineers, and other faculty members — including School of Law Dean Aviva Abramovosky, 
head of the New York State Bar Association’s task force on autonomous vehicles — are 
working together to study the technology’s safety, reliability, and societal impact. 
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“Improving the Student Experience,” featuring M. Brian Blake, PhD,  
provost and executive vice president for academic affairs at Drexel 
University   LISTEN

“The Importance of Partnerships in Academia and Healthcare,” featuring 
Charles Taylor, PharmD, provost and executive vice president of academic 
affairs at the University of North Texas   LISTEN

 “The Power of Leadership in Healthcare,” featuring Dave Appino and Joe 
Mazzenga of NuBrick Partners   LISTEN

“How Technology Can Impact the Doctor/Patient Experience,” featuring 
King Li, MD, MBA, dean and chief academic officer at the Carle Illinois 
College of Medicine   LISTEN

“Artificial Intelligence and Precision Medicine,” featuring Douglas Miller, 
MD, MBA, founder and CEO of Cognitive Diagnosis   LISTEN

“The Critical Role of Biomedical Informatics,” featuring Philip Payne, PhD, 
director of the Institute for Informatics at Washington University in St. 
Louis   LISTEN

“Attracting International Students to U.S. Engineering Programs”
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John Antonio, PhD, professor of computer science and senior associate dean 
of the University of Oklahoma’s Gallogly College of Engineering, is leading the 
school on an interim basis while the university conducts a national search for a 
permanent dean. Thomas Landers, PhD, stepped down from the position in 
August after 14 years in the role.

Rajan Batta, PhD, associate dean for faculty affairs, human resources and 
diversity in the University at Buffalo School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, is serving as interim dean of the school. Batta succeeds Liesl Folks, 
PhD, MBA, who left UB to become senior vice president for academic affairs 
and provost at the University of Arizona.

Janet Brelin-Fornari, PhD, is now associate dean of engineering at Grand 
Canyon University’s College of Science, Engineering and Technology. Before 
moving to the Phoenix, Arizona, campus this summer, Brelin-Fornari spent 20 
years as a professor and administrator at Kettering University (formerly known 
as General Motors Institute) in Flint, Michigan.

Philip E. Bourne, PhD, has been named founding dean of the University of 
Virginia’s new School of Data Science. Bourne left the National Institutes of 
Health in 2017 to direct UVA’s Data Science Institute. Before joining NIH, he 
spent 20 years on the pharmacology faculty at the University of California-San 
Diego, where he focused on innovation and industrial alliances.

Leonidas G. Bachas, PhD, dean of the University of Miami’s College of Arts 
and Sciences for almost a decade, has been named interim director of the 
university’s Frost Institutes of Science and Engineering. The search for Frost’s 
inaugural director is about to begin, and the design phase for its first 
interdisciplinary research center is nearly complete.

Nancy Allbritton, PhD, will become dean of the College of Engineering at 
University of Washington on November 1. She is currently chair of the Joint 
Department of Biomedical Engineering at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and North Carolina State University. She will succeed Michael 
Bragg, who returned to the UW faculty this summer.

Magdalena Balazinska, PhD, has been appointed director of the Paul G. Allen 
School of Computer Science & Engineering at the University of Washington. 
Balazinska has been a member of UW’s computer science and engineering 
faculty since 2006. Longtime Director Hank Levy will continue in the role until 
Balazinska assumes her new duties January 1.

In Transition



Mónica Fernandez Bugallo, PhD, professor of electrical and computer 
engineering at Stony Brook University and inaugural faculty director of the 
university’s Women in Science and Engineering Honors program, has been 
appointed associate dean for diversity and outreach in the College of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences. She joined the school’s faculty in 2002.

Jennifer Cumpston, EdD, is the new dean of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math at College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. In the 
newly created role, Cumpston will oversee a variety of programs, including 
electronics technology, engineering, math, and physics. She previously was 
dean of general studies at Wisconsin’s Gateway Technical College.

W. Samuel Easterling, PhD, is now the James L. and Katherine S. Melsa
Dean of Engineering at Iowa State University. Easterling, who earned a
doctorate in structural engineering from Iowa State, assumed the deanship
this summer. He previously was a department head and professor of
structural steel design at Virginia Tech.

Emily A. Carter, PhD, has begun her tenure as executive vice chancellor 
and provost at UCLA. Carter was previously dean of the School of 
Engineering and Applied Science at Princeton University. She had served 
on UCLA’s chemistry faculty from 1988 to 2004 and on its materials 
science and engineering faculty from 2002 to 2004.

Jeffrey Brock, PhD, has begun a three-year term as dean of the Yale School 
of Engineering and Applied Science. Brock, a professor of mathematics, will 
remain dean of science in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. Yale President 
Peter Salovey said the dual roles would allow for “strategic thinking about the 
connections across science and engineering.” 

Marek Dollár, PhD, dean of the College of Engineering and Computing at 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, will finish his term July 31 and return to 
the faculty. Cathy Bishop-Clark, dean of Miami’s College of Liberal Arts and 
Applied Science, will chair the search committee charged with nominating 
Dollár’s successor.

Timothy J. Collins, EdD, has been appointed the seventh president of 
Walsh University in North Canton, Ohio. Collins joins Walsh from the Johns 
Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, where he served as chief 
government relations officer. Collins also chaired two graduate degree 
programs in the Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering.



Sharon A. Jones, PhD, has begun her tenure as vice chancellor for academic 
affairs at the University of Washington Bothell. Jones moved to Washington in 
July from the University of Portland, where she spent eight years as dean of the 
Donald P. Shiley School of Engineering. Before that, she was director of 
engineering at Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania.

Frank R. Hall, PhD, has taken over as dean of the Walter Maxwell Gibson 
College of Science and Engineering at Southern Utah University. Before 
arriving on the Cedar City campus, Hall served as dean of the College of 
Science, Engineering and Technology at Michigan’s Saginaw Valley State 
University. His background is in geological oceanography. 

David W. Hahn, PhD, is several months into his tenure as dean of the 
University of Arizona College of Engineering. Before joining UA in July, Hahn, 
a mechanical engineer specializing in thermal sciences and laser-based 
diagnostics, spent 20 years at the University of Florida, the final eight as chair 
of the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering.

Hesham El-Rewini, PhD, is several months into his tenure as provost and 
senior vice president of academic affairs at Marymount University in Arlington, 
Virginia. Before joining Marymount in July, El-Rewini served as dean of the 
College of Engineering and Mines at the University of North Dakota. He had 
held that post since 2008.

Joseph C. Hartman, PhD, dean of the Francis College of Engineering at the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell since 2013, has been promoted to provost 
and vice chancellor for academic affairs. An industrial and systems engineer by 
training, Hartman previously served as chair of Industrial and Systems 
Engineering at the University of Florida.

Gabrielle Gaustad, PhD, dean of Alfred University’s Inamori School of 
Engineering, has been appointed vice president of statutory affairs at the 
university. In that role, she will serve as chief administrative officer of the New 
York State College of Ceramics at Alfred, a public/private partnership. It is 
affiliated with the State University of New York system.

Martial Hebert, PhD, director of the Robotics Institute at Carnegie Mellon 
University since 2014, has been named dean of the university’s School of 
Computer Science. Herbert, who will lead a school boasting more than 270 
faculty members and about 2,300 students, joined Carnegie Mellon’s faculty 
in 1984 and became a full professor in 1999. 



John Lach, PhD, has been named dean of the George Washington University 
School of Engineering and Applied Science. Lach, who began his new role in 
August, previously was a professor of electrical and computer engineering at 
the University of Virginia. He joined UVA’s faculty in 2000 and chaired the 
Electrical and Computer Engineering Department from 2012 to 2017.

Greg Morrisett, PhD, dean of computing and information sciences at Cornell 
University and an international expert in software security, has been named 
dean and vice provost of Cornell Tech, a new technology, business, law, and 
design campus taking shape on Roosevelt Island in New York City. Morrisett’s 
five-year appointment began in August.

Duncan MacFarlane, PhD, MBA, associate dean for engineering 
entrepreneurship at Southern Methodist University, has been named the first 
executive director of the Linda and Mitch Hart Institute for Technology, Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship, which will seek to spur collaboration between SMU’s Lyle 
School of Engineering and its Cox School of Business. 

Richard Mulski, EdD, is now is assistant dean of engineering in the College of 
Science Engineering and Technology at Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Mulski previously oversaw engineering programs at Delaware 
Technical Community College. He also has more than 20 years’ experience in 
the aerospace and manufacturing fields.

Anthony Lowman, PhD, dean of Rowan University’s Henry M. Rowan 
College of Engineering since 2013, has become the university’s provost and 
senior vice president for academic affairs. Before joining Rowan, Lowman was 
vice provost for research and business development and a professor of 
bioengineering at Temple University.

Christine Julien, DSc, has been appointed to a newly created position in 
the Cockrell School of Engineering at the University of Texas at Austin: 
assistant dean for diversity, equity, and inclusion. Julien, who assumed 
her new responsibilities in September, has been a professor in Cockrell’s 
Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering since 2004.

Michael Pishko, PhD, dean of the College of Engineering and Applied 
Science at the University of Wyoming, has stepped down from his 
administrative duties and joined the faculty. Pishko, who left Texas A&M 
University to become Wyoming’s dean in March 2015, told colleagues he was 
giving up the deanship for “health-related reasons.” 



Rodney Priestley, PhD, professor of chemical and biological engineering at 
Princeton University, has been named Princeton’s vice dean for innovation, 
effective February 3. University officials said the newly created post will enable 
Priestley to cultivate interaction among faculty members, researchers, 
students, and outside partners.

Don Rabern, PhD, a research engineer with more than a decade of academic 
leadership experience, is now dean of the College of Engineering and Applied 
Science at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs. Before assuming his 
new duties in July, Rabern was a visiting professor of engineering at Fort Lewis 
College in Durango, Colorado. 

Joseph C. Slater, PhD, has commenced his tenure as dean of the College 
of Engineering at Tennessee Tech University in Cookeville. Slater, who 
assumed his new responsibilities in July, previously spent 26 years at Wright 
State University, most recently as chair of the Department of Mechanical and 
Materials Engineering.

J. Cole Smith, PhD, has been appointed dean of the College of Engineering 
and Computer Science at Syracuse University. He most recently served as 
associate provost for academic initiatives at Clemson University. Smith, who 
succeeds Teresa Dahlberg, PhD, previously led Clemson’s Department of 
Industrial Engineering.

Krishnaswami Srihari, PhD, has withdrawn plans to relinquish the deanship 
of Binghamton University’s Thomas J. Watson School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, a position he has held for about 10 years. Srihari, who had 
announced his resignation in May, said he reconsidered because of a recently 
imposed university hiring freeze.

Thomas Sugar, PhD, a professor of mechanical and aerospace engineering 
at Arizona State University, has been named associate dean of Barrett 
Honors College on the ASU Polytechnic campus in Mesa. Sugar, an expert 
in wearable robotics, succeeds Mark Henderson, PhD, who retired this past 
summer.

John Tarduno, PhD, chair of the Department of Earth and Environmental 
Sciences at the University of Rochester, has been named dean for research 
in Arts, Sciences & Engineering. Rochester officials said Tarduno, a professor 
of geophysics, would lead a number of critical initiatives, including increasing 
external research funding.



Susan Williams, PhD, professor of chemical and petroleum engineering 
at the University of Kansas School of Engineering, has been named the 
school’s associate dean for academic affairs. Williams, who joined KU in 
1999, previously served as director of undergraduate studies in the 
Department of Chemical & Petroleum Engineering.

Mei Wei, PhD, is now dean of Ohio University’s Russ College of 
Engineering. Before assuming her new duties in July, Wei was assistant 
dean of research and graduate education in the School of Engineering at the 
University of Connecticut. She also served as director of UConn’s General 
Electric Center of Excellence in Advanced Materials and Modeling. 

Janis Terpenny, PhD, has assumed the deanship of the Tickle College of 
Engineering at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. She previously 
chaired the Department of Industrial and Manufacturing Engineering at Penn 
State University. Before joining Penn State in 2015, she was a department 
chair at Iowa State University.

Houssam Toutanji, PhD, has been named dean of the College of 
Engineering and Computer Science at California State University, Northridge. 
Before assuming his new duties in August, Toutanji spent four years as dean 
of the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences at Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo.

John W. Weidner, PhD, has commenced his tenure as dean of the 
College of Engineering and Applied Science at the University of Cincinnati. 
Before moving to Ohio in August, Weidner spent 28 years at the University 
of South Carolina, where he served as professor of chemical engineering, 
department chair, and interim associate dean for research.

Tony Thoma, EMBA, is now executive dean of the Schools of Engineering & 
Technology, Trades & Apprenticeship at Conestoga College in Ontario, 
Canada. Thoma, previously an administrator at Ontario’s Niagara College, 
assumed the role in July, following the retirement of Julia Biedermann, PhD, 
who had held the position for nearly six years.

Sophie Vandebroek, PhD, has been named the MIT School of Engineering’s 
inaugural visiting scholar for the 2019-20 academic year. Vandebroek most 
recently served as vice president of emerging technology partnerships at IBM 
and as chief operating officer of IBM Research. Previously, she spent a 
decade as chief technology officer at Xerox.



If you want to get down during the day studying 
quantum physics and get down at night studying the 
inside of a crowded loud room, then this is the school 
for you. This university has 42,000 students on campus, 
which means that there’s usually always a party going 
on somewhere.”

—   Interesting Engineering, explaining why the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison ranked No. 1 on the website’s 
latest list of “Top Engineering Party Schools”
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Harris Search Associates recruits Wayne Watkins, JD, MBA, as executive director 
of the Walter Scott Jr. Scholars Program 

Harris Search Associates recruits Taylor Renner, MBA, as associate director of 
business services at the University of Dayton Research Institute 

Harris Search Associates recruits Ernest Minton, PhD, as dean of agriculture and 
director of research and extension at Kansas State University  

Harris Search Associates recruits Bonnie Rush, DVM, as dean of veterinary 
medicine at Kansas State University
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